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Abstract

A Comparative Study of the Stream of Consciousness Technique:
A Portraits of the Artiste as a Young Man versus
A Day of a Novelist Mr. Gubo

Young-shim Lee

The stream of consciousness technique focuses on the inner side of the
character and emphasizes on one’s subjective viewpoint which makes it possible to
preserve autonomy and independence against the overwhelming and authoritative
social forces. In this respect, James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
and Park Taewan’s 4 Day of a Novelist Mr. Gubo have many common aspects to
analyze. To begin with, both texts set a writer-oriented person as the main
character: Stephen who will grow into a writer, and Gubo who is a writer. In
addition, the stream of consciousness technique plays an essential role for Stephen
or Gubo to reveal their subjective inner thoughts in opposition to the external
authority of various levels. In this process, Stephen or Gubo unfold their thoughts
on the nature of literature by means of showing the creating processes of their texts.
In other words, they show the process of converting their own experiences into their
creative literature texts. Also, the innovative narrative methods, stylistic innovations,
and language experiments in both texts emphasize the modernistic literary
perspective of the two main characters. Stephen, who overcame British imperialism,
Catholic religious oppression, and family obstacles, achieved his literary autonomy,
proudly declaring that “I go to encounter for the millionth time the reality of
experience and to forge in the smithy of my soul the uncreated conscience of my
race” (275-76). Gubo also firmly makes up his mind “to write a really good novel”
(157) after having realized that the most important thing in his life is creating a

novel. In spite of the weakness that all the characters except the main character in
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both texts are given a secondary position, Joyce and Park created their own
splendid modernistic text focusing on the subjective inner consciousness of the

main character by means of the stream of consciousness technique.

B Key words : A Portraits of the Artiste as a Young Man, A day of a novelist
Mr. Gubo, modernism, the stream of consciousness, an interior
monologue
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